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SHANKLIN
HEALTH STORE
Est. over 40 years

Babushka Books
&
Framing Gallery

Mon - Sat 9am-4pm (Wed 9am-1pm)
Your local independent
Health Store
Special Dietary Foods and
Supplements
Local Produce, Organic
and non-Organic Groceries
Good Quality and Good Value
Free local delivery service
25 High St. Shanklin, PO37 6JW
Tel: 01983 863063
shanklinhealthstore@live.co.uk

Professional Carer
Mature lady looking for part-time
work in and around Shanklin

NOW HOME BASED

QUALITY FLOWERS AND
WORKMANSHIP FOR
EVERY OCCASION
TEL: 07796817170

30 years working in care settings Including brain injury, elderly, and
children with special needs
Flexible hours negotiable
weekend/weekdays
Full Driving Licence & Qualified Safety
Driving Documents
Covid-19 vaccinated+boosters

OR
Telephone or Text

WEBSITE:
moncherieflowers-shanklin.co.uk

07794690099
CV and References on request

HELPING LOCAL PEOPLE IN CRISIS
Please consider popping one or more of our most needed items into your
nearest supermarket collection points. We give out non- perishable, unopened
and in date food items in our nutritionally balanced food parcels. If you are
unable to donate food could you help by way of a financial donation? You can
give a one off or set up a standing order for regular giving through our website:
www.isleofwight.foodbank.org.uk
Tel: (01983) 292040
email: info@isleofwight.foodbank.org.uk

JULIE
(State Registered Hairdresser)

56 Regent Street, Shanklin. PO37 7AE
Tel: 01983 866431
9 St. Thomas Square, Newport. PO30 1SN
Tel: 01983 533500

Ladies and Gentlemen’s
Hair Stylist
In your own home
For appointments ring

07855 190112
Between 4.30pm and 6.30pm

Email: coastalmobility@hotmail.co.uk

Email: steviescutt@talktalk.net

75 High Street
Shanklin

BRIAN COOKE

FURNITURE
● Beds
● Headboards
● Bedroom Furniture

Telephone
862123

FURNITURE
● Sofas
● Chairs
● Accessories

FREE ISLANDWIDE DELIVERY
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Love came down at Christmas time…
The weeks leading up to Christmas are always busy – preparing for family gatherings,
putting up the decorations, buying and sending cards and presents for family and
friends. However, the most important present, which we celebrate and give thanks
for each year, has already been safely delivered. Just over 2000 years ago, God sent
his Son into our world, to share in the life of our humanity and to show us the way
of salvation. Behind all the festivities, the twinkling lights and decorations, wrapping
paper and surprises, smells of pine and spice, quantities of food and drink – hopefully
at the heart of all we share during this festive period is love – love in the family and
love among friends – because our human love is in some way a pale reflection of the
burning love that God has for us – a love that sent his own dear Son to live amongst
us and be Emmanuel, God with us.
First and foremost the message that Christ gives to each one of us, is that God loves
us. He loves us so much that he wants to come and share our human life with us.
He is not a God who stands off and watches from afar –he is a God who wants to
share in every aspect of our lives – their ups and their downs, the good times and the
more difficult times. He wants to walk alongside each one of us, every step of the
way. The ongoing effects of coronavirus and the economic crisis means that the past
year has been difficult for everyone. There are those who during the course of the
year, have lost someone very close to them. There are those, who have experienced
difficulties within a marriage. There are those who have suffered through illness or
are coming to terms with the diagnosis of a condition that will mean dramatic changes
in life and circumstances. There are those who have lost work or home. In sending
his Son Jesus to live amongst us, God is saying that he wants to be alongside us in
each of these situations, to support and encourage and to help us find a way through.
We can experience this support and encouragement in very real and tangible ways.
Through prayer, through our reading of the Bible and through the support and
encouragement that we give to each other as we seek to follow the example of Jesus.
The Salvation Army, Crisis at Christmas, Food Banks and Community Pantries, and
many other Church and community groups reach out to those who are in greatest
need during the winter months. None of these things takes the situations away, but
they can give the hope, the courage and the faith that is needed in order to move
forward.
May the love and hope of Christmas touch all our lives afresh and bring light into
even the most challenging of situations. Wishing you every Blessing for Christmas
and the New Year.
Reverend Jonathan Hall,
Priest in Charge of St Blasius Church, Shanklin and St John’s Church, Sandown
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by Reverend Jonathan Hall
(To be sung to the tune
O Little Town of Bethlehem)
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OUR CHURCH SERVICES IN DECEMBER
Details of any changes
will be published on the St. Blasius website
and Facebook page

Sunday 4th December - 10.15am

Sunday 11th December - 10.15am

Sunday 18th December - 10.15am

Saturday 24th December

Sunday 25th December

If you are unable to join us in Church Online Services are available at:
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PRAYERS FOR THE MONTH
The Sunday Collects for this month
(with endings omitted)

4th December - Second Sunday of Advent
O Lord, raise up, we pray, your power and come among us,
and with great might succour us;
that whereas, through our sins and wickedness
we are grievously hindered
in running the race that is set before us,
your bountiful grace and mercy
may speedily help and deliver us…
11th December - Third Sunday of Advent
O Lord Jesus Christ, who at your first coming sent your messenger
to prepare your way before you:
grant that the ministers and stewards of your mysteries
may likewise so prepare and make ready your way
by turning the hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom of the just,
that at your second coming to judge the world
we may be found an acceptable people in your sight…
18th December - Fourth Sunday of Advent
God our redeemer, who prepared the Blessed Virgin Mary
to be the mother of your Son:
grant that, as she looked for his coming as our saviour,
so we may be ready to greet him
when he comes again as our judge…
CHRISTMAS DAY
Almighty God, you have given us your only-begotten Son
to take our nature upon him
and as at this time to be born of a pure virgin:
grant that we, who have been born again
and made your children by adoption and grace,
may daily be renewed by your Holy Spirit…
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FESTIVALS IN DECEMBER
From the Church of England Calendar

1 Charles de Foucauld, Hermit in the Sahara, 1916
3 Francis Xavier, Missionary, Apostle of the Indies, 1552
4 John of Damascus, Monk,Teacher of the Faith, c.749
4 Nicholas Ferrar, Deacon, Founder of the Little Gidding Community, 1637
6 Nicholas, Bishop of Myra, c.326
7 Ambrose, Bishop of Milan,Teacher of the Faith, 397
8 The Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary
13 Lucy, Martyr at Syracuse, 304
13 Samuel Johnson, Moralist, 1784
14 John of the Cross, Poet,Teacher of the Faith,1591
17 O Sapientia
17 Eglantyne Jebb, Social Reformer, Founder of 'Save The Children', 1928
24 Christmas Eve
25 Christmas Day
26 Stephen, Deacon, First Martyr
27 John, Apostle and Evangelist
28 The Holy Innocents
29 Thomas Becket, Archbishop of Canterbury, Martyr, 1170
31 John Wyclif, Reformer, 1384

Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you,
scatter the darkness from before your path,
and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory;
and the blessing of God Almighty,
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,
be with you now and always. Amen
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Stands with Ukraine

Would you like to:

Strengthen communities all over the world?
Help the most disadvantaged at home?
Shape how we advocate for the rights of families?
Build supportive, loving relationships?
Develop your own relationship with God?
If the answer to these questions is “Yes”, then why not make one of your New
Year Resolutions to support the work of The MU and become one of the more
than four million members?
The Mothers’ Union is a global Christian movement working with people of all
faiths and none to develop communities, strengthen families and advocate for
change. Why not put your faith into action by joining us as we work together
for a better world? It is open to everyone – you do not need to be a mother!
The St Blasius Branch of the MU meets in the Parish Room at St Blasius, usually
during the afternoon of the fourth Monday of each month. Throughout the year,
a range of different speakers are invited to talk on various interesting topics and
there are opportunities to support a number of national and local projects. The
exciting St Blasius MU Programme for 2023 is being finalised and will be published
before Christmas - Why not pick up a copy and put the dates in your diary for next
year?
In the run up to Christmas each year, members of the Mothers’ Union from across
the Island come together for a special Advent Service. The Service this year will be:

At Christ Church, Broadway, Sandown
On Wednesday 30th November
12 noon for Bring and Share Lunch - Advent Service at 1.30 pm
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Christmas Eve
On Christmas Eve my mother read
The story once again,
Of how the little child was born
And of the Three Wise Men.
And how by following the Star
They found Him where He lay,
And brought Him gifts;
and that is why we keep our Christmas Day.
And when she read it all, I went
And looked across the snow
And thought of Jesus coming
As He did long ago.
I looked into the East, and saw
A great star blazing bright;
There were three men upon the road
All black against the light.
I thought I heard the angels sing
Away upon the hill…
I held my breath … it seemed as if
The whole great world were still.
It seemed to me the little Child
Was being born again …
And very near … and THEN somehow
Was NOW … or NOW was THEN.
by Edna Kingsley Wallace
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“Ye who sang Creations Story, now proclaim Messiah’s Birth”
This Advent, it might be interesting to reflect on how much of the Christmas Story
we learn and remember from singing Christmas Carols.
In his fascinating lecture* about the place of hymns in the Christian Church, Robert
Willis, former Dean of Canterbury Cathedral, challenges his audience: “Without
looking at a book, now recite six verses from the second chapter of the Gospel of
St. Luke.”
Could you do that? The audience were also daunted, until Robert Willis explains
that this will be easy, because of the well-known carol, While Shepherds watched
their flocks by night.
As we enjoy singing our favourite Christmas Carols again this year, perhaps we
should make the effort to learn more of them by heart, so that we will “read, mark,
learn and inwardly digest” more of the Christmas story.
The first two chapters of St. Luke’s Gospel tell the Christmas story and Advent is
the perfect time to re-read and reflect afresh on the beautiful account of Jesus’
birth.
In the words of the Bidding Prayer at the start of the Nine Lessons and Carols
Service, “Beloved in Christ, be it this Christmastide our care and delight to hear
again the message of the angels, and in heart and mind to go even unto Bethlehem
and see this thing which is come to pass, and the Babe lying in a manger.”
*A Lecture by Robert Willis ‘Singing and making Melody to the Lord: An
exploration of the development and place of hymns in the history of the Christian
Church. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nCOHaoxrLlc
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THANKSGIVING AT CHRISTMAS
As Christmas time approaches, goodwill is in the air:
Gifts are bought and neatly wrapped, what joy to show we care.
We buy the gifts we know will bring pleasure to those we love;
What greater joy it is to sing praises to God above.
We sing familiar carols - all the words are known ‘Once in royal’, ‘Hark the herald’, ‘Thou didst leave Thy throne’.
For ‘Love came down at Christmas’ – God sent His only Son,
A Baby born at Bethlehem: to a stable He had come.
When we’ve unwrapped our presents and Christmas Day is through
We write our Thank-you letters, or simply say “Thank you”.
But let us stop to think about that greatest Gift of all.
Let’s show our gratitude for that precious Baby small.
We thank those around us for every gift that’s given,
Let’s remember always to say “Thank You” to our Father in heaven.
Jesus encountered ingratitude the day He healed ten men.
Only one said “Thank you”; the other nine? What happened to them?
Don’t let’s follow their example, we have so many blessings.
While on this earth we’re living, let’s render Him our thanksgiving.
Jackie Hamblin (1984)

Detail of stained
glass window in
St John’s Church,
Sandown
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Latest News…
Recently, our U9 girls had their first
football match here at St Blasius
against Nettlestone. Unfortunately the
score was 2:0 to Nettlestone, but the
team played amazingly well and made
us very proud!

St Blasius
Primary Academy

Reading afternoons for Year One and Two are underway. The children absolutely
love having their parents/carers come in to hear them read - so if you can get here
a bit early on a Thursday afternoon, our reading session starts at 2.20pm and we
would love to see you. We are still looking for volunteers to come into school and
read with children. If you can spare a bit of time on a regular basis this makes a
really valuable contribution to the children’s learning and progress. (Please contact
the Principle via the St Blasius School office if you are interested in helping).
It has been a very buy time at St Blasius! I have really enjoyed working with group
of children from Year Two in maths and English. Key Stage One had their NSPCC
Pantosaurus workshops with Mrs Lutas a couple of weeks ago.
A Team from Years 5 and 6 took part in a Tag Rugby competition recently at
Broadlea, supported by our Sports Coach Mr Poplett and Mrs Northard.
(Abridged from recent Newsletters)

Baptisms -

Welcome into the Church family…

6th November

Funerals -

Zachary Charles Michael Warne

Rest eternal grunt unto them…

11th November Barbara Elizabeth Harbour
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St Lucy
13th

On the
December the Church celebrates the Feast Day of Santa Lucia St Lucy. Saint Lucy's Day or the Feast of St. Lucy is marked by Christians of
many different traditions. Lucy, whose name means 'light', is the patron saint
of the blind. Lucy was born in 283 AD in Syracuse, Sicily, and was killed there
in 303 AD during Roman persecution under the Emperor Diocletian. Sadly,
many of the details of her life have been lost in the mist of time. However,
various legends grew up around Lucy and have been passed on through the
generations.
Lucy is said to have been the daughter of a rich nobleman who died when she
was young. Her mother was not a Christian and wanted to arrange a marriage
between Lucy and a rich Pagan man. Lucy had committed her life to Christ
and pledged to remain a virgin. She wished to spend the money intended for
her dowry on alms for the poor.
On one occasion, Lucy travelled with her mother to the tomb of Saint Agatha.
As they prayed at the tomb, Lucy saw a vision of Saint Agatha and her mother's
longstanding illness was miraculously cured as Lucy had hoped it would be.
In response to this, Lucy's mother converted to Christianity.
Lucy was then able to spend her money helping the poor. In addition she
helped her fellow Christians hiding in the dark underground catacombs who
were at risk of suffering persecution. She would wear a wreath of candles on
her head to find her way in the dark, as her hands were full of food and drink
for the people.
Sadly, Lucy’s intended bridegroom was not pleased and denounced her to the
Roman governor as a Christian. The governor first ordered Lucy to make
sacrifices to his idols, but she refused and said she would only sacrifice to
Christ through her good works.
Hearing this, the governor ordered Lucy to be arrested and taken way for more
degrading punishment, but she claimed that her soul would remain pure no
matter what was done to her against her will. When the guards came to carry
her out, the Holy Spirit made her body heavy and immobile, she was impossible
to lift. Lucy was eventually put to death after suffering various tortures. In other
versions of the legend, Lucy's eyes were torn out and later healed by God –
hence her association with the blind. This is why Lucy is often pictured holding
two eyes on a dish.
Perhaps the most important aspect of her story was that Lucy was a brave
young woman who gave her life to God and sought to bring comfort and hope
11

to those who were in danger. She was ready to give her own life, and stood
strong in her faith in the face of persecution and personal danger. She sought
to radiate the light of God’s love.
Celebrations for St Lucy’s take place in the USA and Europe, especially
Scandinavia. For many centuries, the people of Sweden have kept 13th
December – the day when the sun stands still – as a festival of light. They
knew that after this darkest day of the year (as it once was, before the adoption
of a new calendar), the sun would gradually return and the days lengthen.
When monks brought the Gospel to Sweden, they told the story of St Lucia,
and her faith and courage in taking food and drink to the Christians hiding in
the catacombs in Rome, wearing lights on her head to leave her hands free.
The pagan festival of light was transformed into the feast of St Lucy.
Even today, in Swedish households, one of the daughters in the family is
chosen to be Lucy. She rises early and dressed in a white gown and red sash,
wearing a crown of green leaves and five tall candles, carries a tray of coffee
and saffron buns to the rest of the family snug in bed. Towns, villages, schools,
offices and factories have their own “St Lucy” and an official St Lucy will visit
hospitals and children’s homes.
The most important message of these celebrations is that “light has come
into the world.”

Deadline for the January issue is Wednesday 7th December
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The Winter Garden
I am an avid gardener and beekeeper and I want to let
you into my world and what I do each month through the
year. I am writing this in November for December and
some notes will refer to this month as well as December.
This year has been a very difficult year, as the weather
has been very unpredictable.
This is the time I put the garden to bed and start planning for next year. To date, I
have been emptying the hanging baskets. I do this by stages, as not all the flowers
have gone over and I like to keep as much colour in the garden as possible. The
dahlias are finished as the wind and rain damaged them, so today I have cut them
down and cleared the ground. I will lift the tubers later, as I want to take cuttings
ready for the Spring. I have also pruned the vines. We have had a good year and
so I bought a fruit press and have some grape juice, which I’m trying to make into
some wine (just don’t know what I will produce).
Over the next week or two, I will be sorting out the pots and clearing the patio.
The garden furniture is already been put away. Roses and cyclamens are in bloom,
cyclamens are a good plant to have, as they give a lot of colour through the Winter
and die back in the Spring and then pop up again as the bedding plants die back. I
always look for plants that are a bit sad, so that when you give them a feed and
good soil they repay with a good show. I generally grow flowers these days but do
like my runner beans and onions.
This is the time to get your daffodil and other bulbs planted, they should be put in
at least 2 inches deep and they also need a sharp cold snap to stimulate them
into growth. It is the time to get manure or seaweed onto the garden. Just leave
it on the top, as worms will take it down over the winter. Also, if you leave it on
the surface there will be insects that will attract birds and other wildlife
The bees are still flying this November, and bringing stores which is unheard of at
this time of year but being so mild, they just keep working, they don’t read the
same book as me. Again the hives have been cleaned and Varroa treatments
applied and I make sure there is enough food to see them through to the Spring. I
hope these notes have given you some ideas and help you enjoy your garden.
Richard Ridley - The Bee Man
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Nine Lessons and Carols
Sunday 18th December
4.00pm
St Blasius Church
Travel in heart and mind to
Bethlehem to hear again
the Christmas Story.

at St John’s Church, Sandown
Christmas Eve 7.00pm

Christmas Day 9.30am

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.
We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son,
who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.
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4th December

Carol Service
Methodist Church
Regent Street, Shanklin

Share Sunday afternoons
with friends from various
local congregations across
The Bay

11th December
“Light up a Life” Service
With collection for the
Mountbatten Hospice
United Reformed Church
High Street, Shanklin

Deadline for the January issue is Wednesday 7th December

Shanklin
Community
Library

Isle of Wight Federation
SHANKLIN HYDE WI
Secretary - Marion Tuck
Telephone: 07817 446691
Email:
shanklinhydesecretary@gmail.com

Opening Times
Monday, Wednesday and Friday
9:30am-12:30pm & 1:30pm-5:00pm

Meetings held at the
Methodist Church Hall
Regent Street
Shanklin, PO37 7AF

Saturday Mornings
9:30 - 12:30
More details available on
01983 717184 or e-mail us at

April - December:
second Tuesday of each month
@7.30pm

shanklincommunitylibrary@hotmail.co.uk
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Visit the Island’s
oldest attraction!
Be in awe of magical waterfalls,
lush green plants and friendly
wildlife during the day.
Enjoy a homemade cream tea in our tea
room or on our terrace overlooking the
Chine, then visit our unique Antiques
Centre where the stock is regularly updated.
Purchase an annual pass and visit at day or
night, when the Chine is transformed into
an illuminated wonderland.

Follow us on

bav

Shanklin, PO37 6BW
01983 866432 | shanklinchine.co.uk

Pre-paid
funeral plans

If you’d like to be scattered at sea
with a poem by Keats and
everyone wearing blue, have it.
It’s your funeral.

Our bespoke, pre-paid funeral plan records the way you want to be remembered
and protects your loved ones from any unnecessary burden and costs.
Visit us at funeralcare.co.uk or call us on 0800 243 380

£100
OFF

our pre-paid funeral plans*

Enter SHANKLIN2022 at: funeralcare.co.uk/funeralplans
or quote this when calling our funeral plan team.
*Terms & Conditions: This discount may only be redeemed against an
eligible Southern Co-operative funeral plans costing £3,000 or more and
will be deducted off the cost at time of sale. The discount has no cash
value and cannot be used in conjunction with any other discount, offer
or promotion. For full discount terms and conditions visit:
funeralcare.co.uk/funeralplanterms or request a copy by calling
0800 243 380. This voucher is valid until 30/09/2023.

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

Funeral homes in:
l East Cowes
l Freshwater
l Lake
l Newport
l Ryde
l Shanklin

FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING AND HEATING NEEDS

Engineer:
Tyrone Barry

Tel: (01983) 339550
Mobile: 07867544881
Email: tyrone.barry@sky.com

YOUR LOCAL PLUMBING AND HEATING ENGINEER
Central and under-floor heating
Gas boiler installation/repair/service
All gas appliances installed/serviced/repaired
All gas work undertaken
Bathroom design and installation
Disabled facilities
Landlords gas safety inspection
General plumbing service
Renewable energies
Unvented hot water
Natural gas and LPG

NO JOB TOO SMALL…

CALL 07867544881

